Parenteral antiarrhythmic drug therapy in ventricular tachycardia/ventricular fibrillation: evolving role of class III agents--focus on amiodarone.
More effective intravenous antiarrhythmic agents are required for treatment of patients with refractory malignant ventricular arrhythmias. More recently, a great deal of interest has been focused on use of intravenous amiodarone for these patients. Uncontrolled early studies showed that intravenous amiodarone was effective in 42% to 81% of treated patients. Recent large cooperative trials have documented the efficacy of intravenous amiodarone in these patients and have shown an efficacy comparable to bretylium in patients with refractory sustained ventricular tachycardia or fibrillation.